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An Adams County group that has played a vital role in promoting healthy
lifestyles has much to be proud of in celebrating 15 years of service to the
area.

Residents are better informed about the building blocks of good health and
have greater access to essential services because of the efforts undertaken
by Planned Approach to Community Health.

PATCH is ending its status as an independent group but will continue serving
the area by integrating its activities into the broader agenda of the
Alliance for Building Community.

It is important to note that PATCH is not stepping aside, but rather
stepping forward as it did in 1990 to help ensure that community resources
are brought to bear on critical quality of life issues.

The Alliance for Building Community is well positioned to continue that
mission, and the PATCH merger lends significant momentum to the Alliance
effort.

The Alliance is a community partnership launched by the Adams County Health
Department, the United Way and the University of Illinois Extension. The
Alliance provides data, tools and training to community groups trying to
improve the quality of life for all Adams County residents, and serves as a
clearinghouse to keep the community posted on those activities.

PATCH has been doing much the same in promoting healthier lifestyles and
access to care, which figure prominently among the quality of life goals
identified by the Alliance. Joining forces, then, makes sense.

PATCH emerged when a Quincy physician, Dr. John Scott, saw the merit of
adopting a model for community health planning being proposed by the
National Centers for Disease Control.

The model called for establishing a group that would conduct research,
establish priorities and bring people together to find solutions. For 15
years, PATCH filled that role.

PATCH was instrumental in establishing many programs and services that
continue to meet critical needs, including the Community Outreach Clinic and
Adams County Health Department Dental Clinic.

Those will continue, as will the spirit of collaboration that PATCH
carefully nurtured and has now given new impetus by joining with the
Alliance. All those who participated in the PATCH process are to be
commended for their vision and commitment.


